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that also in 'the good old days'  money was freely
spent.1

The Build- 'In religion the Meos profess a happy combination of
Ing of a Hinduism and Islam/2 The outward and visible sign
Mosque of this is the wearing of the dhoti. Another link is that
earthenware vessels for food may not be used twice, and
a curious one that the Brahmin is often employed instead
of the barber to carry to the bride's house the letter
intimating when the marriage will take place, for which
he gets a rupee. The attitude towards untouchables is
also the same as that described yesterday. Yet the
feeling for Islam is strong enough. Ten years ago one
of the three mohallas decided that its mosque was not
up to the mark and ought to be improved. Work began
accordingly and has continued off and on ever since.
Money is collected as it is needed, and each of the 100
houses in the mohalla is assessed to pay its quota. There
have been ten levies varying from two *to five rupees.
Each family pays the same amount and takes it in turn
to work. Labour is given free, since the work is done
'for God\ The new building is still unfinished, and I
found it was proposed to set up a corrugated iron
verandah against the red brick facade. I put in a strong
word against this and appealed to the sense of beauty
of which I find signs everywhere. In this village, for
instance, the zaildar's house had a noble gateway; and
just outside it was a small serai, almost perfect in its
proportions, and in its simplicity exactly matching its
rustic surroundings.

The serai with its adjacent well was built for passing
travellers by the Banias of Bisru anxious to secure for
themselves a comfortable passage through the next
world, Sleeman says that such things are done to earn
the prayers and blessings of posterity; but an educated

1 Recently in Partabgarh (United Provinces) a cultivator 'was so overjoyed
at getting a good crop that he gave a feast to 200 Brahmins on the occasion
of a death ceremony* (U. P. Co-of, Societies Rft., 1928, p. 6).
a H. A, Rose, A Glossary of Tribes and Castes in the Punjab, 1919, iii. 84^